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[IM-A director may
get Tlcr pay package

Chitra Unnithan | TNN

Ahmedabad; An annual pack-
age of Rs 1 crore used to be a
coveted corporate offer for stu-
dents graduating from the Indi-
an Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad, Unable to find a
new director, the top B-school is
now working on a proposal to
offer the same for its top job.

IIM-A is humting for a succes-
sor to Samir Barua, now onanex-
fension after his term ended on
Novemnber 7, 2012. In July last
year, the institute set up a five-
member committee to shortlist
candidates but members haven't
been able to agree onnames.

It" is divided on whether
someone from the faculty
should be promoted or a corpo-
rate top honcho given the job.

Others prefer an academic
from a foreign university Mem-
bers of the committee who
want to appoint a director from
outside are keen tohike the pre-
sent salary to attract the best
from the industry.

“There have been a lot of de-
liberations on increasing the
salary package of thedirectorto
Rs 1 crore annually, a five-fold

. rise from the current annual

package of Rs 20 lakh. However,
there is still no unanimity on
whether to make the appoint-
ment from outside or from with-
inthe institute,” said a source.
According to the source,
some in the search committee
believe a candidate from the
corporate world or an Ivy
league university will not settle
for aRs 80,000 per month salary,
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for IIM Ahmedabad

" By Ritika Chopra in New Deih]

{

WITH the search for the next
director of IIM-Ahmedabad
going international, the insti-
tute is now mulling a five-fold
hike in the annual salary that
will be offered to its new head.

According to sources in IIM-A,
the five-member search commit-
tee has considered the possibil-
ity of footing a bill of ¥1 crore
annually as salary for the new
director in order to attract good
talent for this post.
- Currently, an IIM director gets a
salary of 380,000 per month and earns
anything between T18 to 720 lakh
annually. If this proposal gets the nod
of the board of governors (BOG) of
the institute, then IIM-A would be
paying the highest salary package to
its head among 13 elite B-sehools.
The HRD ministry will also have to
be kept in the loop. All ITMs, at this
point in time, are financially inde-
pendent and do not depend on the
HRD ministry for funds to pay
salaries to their faculty and director.

A.M Naik, managing director of

Larsen and Toubro and head of the
search committee and BOG of the
institute, did not directly confirm ifa
salary hike was being considered but
admitted that “all possibilities are
being logoked at”.

The committee comprises Hasit
Joshipura, managing director of
Glaxo8mithKline, Sanjay Lalbhali,
chairman and MD of Arvind
Group, Rama Bijapurkar,
marketing and research
consultant, Ashank
Desal, co-founder of
Mastek, besides Naik.

The panel is on a
hunt for a successor to

the present director Fibakrci il
“ new director t

Samir Barua (whose
term ended in October
2012) as it placed a
recrultment advertise-
ment in The Economist in
August last year.

According to sources, the
committee has received several
applications of candidates currently
working at B-schools abroad.

The idea of the salary hike has
been welcomed by Maruti Udyog
chairman and chairman of the BOG
of IIM-Ranchi, R.C. Bhargava.

ent for the:
‘post.’

“An I1IM is an institution of excel-
lence and its director is responsible
for its day-to-day administration...
The director is pretty much like a
CEO, If you can’t find a CEO of a
company for an annual salary of 715
lakh, then why should the director
of an IIM earn this little?” he said.

The current pay package of IIM

directors is, indeed, quite less
compared to what their coun-
terparts are paid by top pri-
vate management institu-
tions. According to an IIM

director, private manage-
ment institute in the

NCRregion are willing to

pay anything between

50 lakh and T80 lakh

annually to a director

However, for P Rame-
shan, director ITM-Rohtak,
an annual pay of T1 crore
would he a bit too much. “A

director of an IIM is not motivated
by money, but by the desire to build
an Institution of excellence.
Although I agree that the current
pay structure of directors should be
revised and could be about 30 lakh,
but mooting a sum of 1 crore as
salary is too much. IIMs are public
Institutions after all,” he said.
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AS UNREAL as it may
sound, bat HTianstoo donot
study. Why? “Why don't we
study al HT Bombay?”
Insight, the student media
body of the institute, asked
this question on the campus
and got the following answers.
Pursuit of personal pas-
SIONS OF interests — gaming,
movies, Facebook or start-ups
— keeps most students away
from study books. Results of
the survey have been pub-
tished inthe current edition of
the Insight online newsletter.
Less than 20 per cent of
the over 350 respondents

Indian Express Pune 15.01.2013 P-6

Study finds why IIT Bombay students do not study

Insight survey says distractions such as gaming, movies, Facebook keeping students away from academics

studied for overthree hours a
day but 50 per cent did not
study atall il there are “immi-
nent exams”.

The survey wasto find out
how muchtime HTians spend
on academics and their dis-
tractions.

Coursework andresearch
ranked lowest among priori-
ties in the absence of aca-
demicdeadlines.

“On the basis of our sur-
vey, we observe that there
seem {o be a variety reasons

why students don’t study at

HTB. We aim 1o exclusively
analyse how alack of zeal for
our courses 15 one of major
reasons for academic apa-
thy...Inkeeping with the insti-

Coursework and research

ranked iowest among
priorities in the absence
of academic deadlines.

tute’s vision statement, pas-
sion inscience and technology
should ideally be the reason
for a student to seek admis-
sionin HT Bombay. However,

we have come to find that
many students generally don't
tend to have a single concrete
aimorreasonforentering [T
and there is a clear mismaitch
of ideals at the entry point,”
the newslettersaid.

It said as an undergrad
student at IIT Bombay, one
was exposed to several activi-
fies.

“Pursuing one’s interest
certainly consumes a huge
chunk of a student’s time,
which automatically implies
that this set of students has less
timetodevote to courses.”

The survey revealed 75
per cent of students do not
spend time on academics un-
jess there are upcoming as-
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signments and about 15 per
cent sludy in general when
they are not “cornered” by
deadlines.

“The little time devoted
to academics is mostly spent
on assignments and quizzes.”

While many respoendents
said Facebook and maovies dis-
tracted them, nearly 69 per
cent said Tack of space for a
table and chair in hestels
rooms, loss of privacy and in-
creased distarbance due to
shared accommadation also
impacted academics. A ma-
jority of students also said they
were unable to relate to
courses and most professors
were unsuccessful in making
themfeelinterested.
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[IT STUDENTS
STUDY AT LAST
MINUTE: SURVEY

HT Correspondent

® htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Students at the Indian
Institute of Technology-Bombay
(IIT-B), where every year the
brightest of those clearing the
Joint Entrance Exam choose to
go, don’'t seem to be studying
much.

A survey published in the stu-
dent newsletter, Insight, and
released on Sunday found in a
poll of over 550 respondents that
50% didn’t study unless faced
with imminent exams. Less than
20% said they studied over three
hours a day while 75% said they
didn’t do any academic work if
there were no upcoming assign-
ments.

Only about 15% said they
studied even when there weren't
any deadlines around the cor-
ner. However, of those polled,
70% did say that engineering
was their preferred stream of
study.

“Come the mid- semesters or
end-semesters, this campus has
more than the usual amount of
caffeine and gets its act togeth-
er in a couple of mind-numbing
weeks. It’s a matter of huge
concern,” said the article.
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[IM-I eyes Guinness record
to show gratitude to Army

Amrita U Kadam

M amrita.kadam@hindustantimes.com

INDORE: Indian Institute of

Management, Indore (IIM-I)
students would attempt to make
a Guinness Book of World
Record by making a greeting
card mosaic with nearly 5000
cards to show its gratitude
towards the Indian Army.

These greeting cards would
hold messages for the soldiers
written by the students, faculty
and visitors at [IM-I during their
cultural extravaganza Mridang
2013' to be held in February. The
mosaic would be a picture of an
Indian soldier with the tricolor
in the background.

In the backdrop of the inci-
dent where two Indian soldiers
were killed, this activity would
get a new meaning and help in

The Mridang team fromM-I whic WOuId dedicate the mosaic to
the Indian Army.

boosting the morale of the army;
opine students.

Talking to HT, Rahul
Jaggannathan, joint coordina-
tor for the event said, ""We had
sought approval from Guinness
Book of World Records in the
first week of December. We had
already planned { i

mosaic to our army and it is
purely coincidental that it would
follow the brutal killings at LoC."

Sahil Sambyal of the creative
and design team said, "There
was a record earlier with a 50-
meter mosaic which we want to
break. So, our mosaic would be
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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IIM-1 EYES GUINNESS...

a design of 10x10 square
meter.” He added that the idea
is to encourage the Indian sol-
diers and to recognise their
efforts. “Our soldiers do not care
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for their lives and fight for our
country at the border. This
mosaic would be a show of sol-
idarity from us,” said Sahil.

Mridang witnesses a footfall
of nearly 10,000 and the organ-
isers are planning to make sure
that signatures of the visitors
and messages appreciating the
efforts of Indian Army reach the
soldiers through these greeting
cards.

Last year, IIM-I had success-
fully made an entry into the
Guinness Book of World
Records by making a pencil
mosaic of 100 square meters.
“We had distributed those pen-
cils to school students as a part
of social initiative. This year, we
plan to make the best use of
these greeting cards which
would bring smiles to the faces
of our soldiers,” said Sahil.
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rance wants Indian stu-
dents, “When former
French president

Nicolas Sarkozy visted India
in 2010, it was felt that the
number of Indian students in
France should increase from
the current 3000 to 6000 by
2013," says Helene Duchene,
director of mobility and
attractiveness at the French
ministry of foreign and
European affairs,

India is important for
France because both coun-
tries share the same views
when it comes to democracy.
France supports India’s bid
for a permanent seat in the
UN Security Council, the
countries are collaborating on
the Jaitapur Nuclear Power
Project and [I'T Rajasthan
has been founded in collabo-
ration with France, among
many other things," Duchene
adds,

Education France: How the
numbers add up

85 Public universities

224 Engineering schools
220 Business schools

291 Doctoral departments
1,200 Research laboratories

1 out of every 3 French doc-
toral degrees is awarded to a
student from outside France

Source; Campus France

Fabienne Couty, also from
the ministry, says, “The quali-
ty of students coming from
India is quite high, especially
those from the ITs. So far,
about 226 MoUs have been
signed between schools and
universities of the two coun-
tries,” she says,

When compared to the US
or UK, the most preferred
destinations of Indian stu-
dents, France is relatively
cheaper. *Education makes

mﬁaﬁaaﬁmtzﬁmmﬁﬁaw| : 3

HT Mumbai

Connect with France! Quality of Indian students quite high

up 40% of the country’s budg-
et - fees for the students is
funded by the state, which
comes to about €16,000 per
student,” Couty. For the
country this is an investment
for gaining high quality stu-
dents, she adds, International
students also get some finan-
cial help for accommodation,
Erie Chevreul, another offi-
cial from the ministry who
looks after the student mobili-
Ly programme, says many col-
laborative research projects
have been successful thanks
to the Indo-French Centre for
the Promotion of Advanced
Rescarch, funded through an
annual corpus of Euro three

million with India and France
equally contributing €1.5 mil-
lion each. The Eiffel France
Scholarships for international
students have also been
attracting many talented
Indians to the country.

About Indian students find-
ing it difficult to cope with the
French language, Chevreul
says, “about 700 courses are
taught in English.
Interestingly, the Chinese are
coming to France to learn
French as they want to focus
on some fast-developing
French-speaking nations in
Africa. At the master's level,
you need to take English and
not French.” French universi-

ties and grande ecoles are
increasingly using English as
the medium of instruction,
especially in areas like man-
agement, engineering, politi-
('le .\'('i(‘“(’l' ete,

International students have
a right to work if they are
enrolled in an institute partic-
ipating in the national student
health-care plan. Those who
are not nationals of European
Union member countries
must also hold a valid resi-
dency permit.

Those with a master’s
degree can apply for a one-
time temporary residency
authorisation valid for six
months after their student

residency permit expires.
This authorisation enables
students to work at any job
up to the limit of 60% of the
official work week,

R
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dge gap

Bridging" India’s knowle

P As in the US,
there needs to be
a link between
undergraduate
teaching and
research. This
would bring
university science
teaching to life.

Priyamvada Natarajan
ith the emergence
of India on the
global scene as a
player buoyed by
the information technelogy rev-
olution, its aspirations have re-

INDIA IN TRANSITION

+ This article is by special I
arrangement with the
Center for the Advanced
Study of India, University
of Pennsylvania.

ceived a new boost. Aside from
being an economic power, it
now aspires to be a knowledge
power; a centre of innovation
and creative ideas. However, it
is not en track to do so. While
India has the resources to make
this happen, the absence of fun-
damental institutional change
makes reaching this goal very
unlikely,

Historically, the set-up of the
Indian S&T enterprise stemmed
from the Nehruvian vision of the
significant role expected of S&T
in the country’s development.
With Nehru's patronage, the ré-
nowned scientists of that gener-
ation such as Meghnad Saha,
Vikram Sarabhai, Homi Bhabha,
and C. V. Raman all pushed for
building scientific research as a
high priority in order to rapidly
cultivate a homegrownscientific
community and achieve techni-
cal self-sufficiency with expe-
diency. Scarce resources were
therefore directed to a few elite

research centres inspired by the -

model in the USSR; a few nation-
al laboratories in specific sub-
jects. There was lively debate
between Meghnad Sahaand Ho-
mi Bhabha on the locus of where
pure and applied research
should be situated.

WRONG MODEL

This illustrious generation of vi-
sionaries and strong personal-
. ijties was deeply influenced by

Indla's research institutes may be world class, but we need more of them. — Johney Thomas

the European and Russian mod-
els, rather than the research uni-
versities in the US, This
institutional template choice
has left us impoverished today.

Research yniversities are the.

backbone of invention and in-
novation in the US. The tight
coupling of undergraduate and
graduate training, along with a
strong research base, has pro-
vided natural incubators to nur-
ture pew ideas that could
potentially translate immediate-
ly into applications, as well as
more long-termbasic science re-
search that might not produce
immediate commercial benefits,

However, as a consequence of
this initial historic cleavage in
India, university research has
failed to garner adequate sup-
port and the structural changes
required to invigorate and re-
shape universities to do so, nev-
er took root. In the meantime,
more and more research insti-
tutes have been created in the
sciences and social sciences out-
side the university system,  ~

The foremost casualty of this
separation of research from
teaching has been undergradu-
ate education in the sciences and

technology. It has robbed the”

undergraduate curriculum of its
richness by preventing the
building up of critical-thinking
skills in post-secondary educa-
tion, and it has impoverished
universities by offering very lit-
tle incentive to its faculty for be-
coming scholars, producing a

disenchanted generation * of
academics. :

The research centres on the
other hand have all mosty

thrived, and some clearly are

world class. Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR),
Inter University Centre for As-
tronomy & Astrophysics (IU-
CAA), National Centre for
Biological Sciences (NCBS), and
the Indian Institute of Science
are exemplars, However, India
needs to vastly increase the scale
of the research enterprise.

CORRECTIVESTEPS ;
india should urgently reinte-
grate research and teaching.
Universities need to provide
time in the form of research
leave and resources for faculty
to jump-start their research.
They need to encourage collab-
orations with colleagues at re-
search institutes, and funding
needs to be provided to do so.

" This can be easily accom-
plished via a targeted grants
programme within the Govern-
ment of India’s Science and En-
gineering Research Council’s
(SERC’s) existing Fund for Im-
provement of Science & Tech-
nology Infrastructure
programme. SERC can incentiv-

ise this by allocating a grants -

programme solely for such col-
laborative ventures. The benefit
of launching and actively foster-
ing scientific collaborations be-
tween research institutes and
teaching colleges is that it will

provide channels forundergrad-
uates to be involved in research.

In turn, universities can then
introduce undergraduate re-
search projects at least for all
honours degree courses. Setting
up such a cycle of research in-
volvement will require extend-
ing the undergraduate degree to
four years.

One move in the right direc-
tion that partially addresses this
lack of integration of research
into undergraduate- education
has been the setting up of the
Indian Institutes for Science
Education and Research (IIS-
ERs). -Five of these institutes
have been set up with substan-
tial funding in Mohali, Pune,
Bhopal, Kolkata, and Thiruva-

‘nanthapuram. Research is part

and parcel of the undergraduate
science curriculum and every
student gets a taste of it at the
1ISERs. However, there is no
such analog for the humanities
and social sciences.

Ancther pressing and related
issue is the lack of breadth in an
undergraduate education. Re-
quiring a broad core curriculum
that includes quantitative rea-
soning, critical thinking, writing
skills, and basic mathematical
competency needs to be part of
undergraduate education at all
institutions for al! degree cours-
es, including specialised science,
engineering, or  medical
colleges. ’

The current revelution in on-
line teaching and learning pro-

vides an opportune moment to
spur and implement a radical

tiatives such as Coursera and
edX have started offering Mas-
sive Open Online Courses
(MOQCs) that can be streamed
anywhere in the world and ma-
terial accessed either free or at
modest cost. The scale on which
these courses can be delivered is
staggering. -For  example,
151,000 people from around the
world enrolled this spring in the
Circuits & Electronics class
taught by Ananth Agarwal, an
MIT professor and Director of
the edX initiative. ‘

MQOCs offer an attractive op-
tion to deliver course material
on the scale that is needed for
India, especially given the sheer
number of young people who
need to be educated. In post-
secondary education, MOOCs
can be used to supplement and
update current undergraduate
courses by offering a blended

shift in educational culture. Ini- -

'

classroom with live streamed |

content, thereby giving faculty:
more time to invest in their re-
search agendas. MOOCs can
standardise course delivery,
curriculum, and teaching. They
can help bridge the urban-rural
divide, as well as transform pri-
mary and secondary education.
Another channel to spark re-

search activity in universities is’

to encourage undergraduate sci-
ence student involvement in so-
called Citizen Science projects.
Periodically organising national
8&T contests and a National Sci-
ence Festival celebrating sci-

*

ence modelled on the World -

Science Festival held in New
York City, would entice young
people to pursue science as a
career. ‘

Tapping into international
networks would also help. The
elite IITs, for instance, were set

up with international collabora- -

tions. Perhaps renewing ties to
the research universities that
helped set them up in the first
place would help boost the re-
search programmes of current
TIT faculty.

With decisive policy interven-
tions, India could shiftits educa-
tional culture within a
generation. India locks to S&T
to provide new and innovative
solutions to many chalienging
global problems such as climate
change and the growing demand
for scarce resources like energy,
water, and food. -

(The author {s Professor,
Departments of Astronomy and
Physics, Yale University.)
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SIUDY TO FIND
SOURGES OF AIR
DUST IN DELHI

Press Trust of India
= lettors®hindustantimes.com

LONDON: A new study of dust
sources in Delhi will provide
important insights into how indi-
vidual sources of airborne mat-
ter contribute to the overall con-
centrations, measured in the
atmosphere, scientists said on
Tuesday. ‘

Researchers from the IIT,
Delhi, University of Birmingham,
UK and the Desert Research
Institute in Nevada, USA, are
collaborating to provide scien-
tific evidence in this area which
will assist in the development of
targeted policy instruments to
control air pollution.

Prof Roy M Harrison, head,
environmental health sciences
group, University of Birmingham,
said, “Exposure to particulate
matter has negative consequences
for human health but cost-effec-
tive abatement measures depend
upon a quantitative knowledge of
the contributions of different
sources in the atmosphere” PN
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SINGLE GE E The therapy became popular
because of its potential to
DEF ECT: cure genetic blindness, Three

US citizens who had leber's
congenital amaurosis (LCA),
+ arare hereditary disease caused by

{ defects ina gene needed for vision,

Gene therapy Involves Ny were givgn the therapy. They reported
replacing a defective ¥  dramatic improvement in vision
mﬁm A > Adenosine deaminase (ADA) .

deficlency, a severe immuno-
deficiency condition, was the
first to be approved for trial

gene. At a nascent
stage In India

JNU STUDY

» INU study
claims to have
found a new gene,
SC02, which is

an apoptotic
(process of cell
death) protein and
has potential to
suppress tumours

> Addition of
protein encoded

Jayashree Nandl | Tnn

New Delhi: There is great excitement at
Jawaharlal Nehru University’s School of
Biotechnology. Scientists here claim to
have found that the SCOZ2 gene has poten-
tial tumour-suppressing qualities and
that it can be a treatment for different

4 in 5C02 gene to kindsof cancer. Theirresearch paperhas
According to * - » Gene th?rapy Peing studied | breast and colon peen published in the current issu_e ofthe

Prof Uttam Patiof \In clinical trials for tumours resulted Jjournal, Molecular and CellularBwlogy
: AN\ many different types | in consistent Tillnow, it was known that p53 gene is
O,// of cancer and other regression of a fiun?io.ur supprt?sor prOteHﬁafd » r"g'
N/ Jscasesacioss the | tumour xenograits | (1% I Preventing cancer, But accord
Scientists say ; \ world, including India | in mice JNU School of Biotechnology along with
single gene K >0 s ) Ohio State University Medical Centre

. » Doctors say they first nee” PSP A
™ e e : v y

(c!:rf]egs Cr—— identify more efficient ways Z'e‘gf atg?jrgli]xgtrtsﬁtifgﬁ?t;eauﬂs scoz
cured with gene }zo delzv?:' genes to the ll)ody. “) “We injected SCO2 protein encodedin
therapy esearchers must develop ve. ™« SCO2 gene in both breast and colon tu-

\ tors that can be injected into
i A\

Hindustan Times ND 16/01/2013

‘patients d focus on target ce

- mowr xenografts in mice. It resulted in
consistent regression of these tumours.
A combination of SCO2 along with can-

B e

-

» China has the lowest number of
Nobel laureates in its population.
But it also has the lowest milk
consumption of the countries
studied — at around
25 kg per head per year
# A previous study had reported a
strong association between a
nation’s chocolate consumption
and Nobel laureate prowess -

i ﬁﬁ"mding of SCO2asa. "
~ potential tumour suppress:
» Isanimportant step... Gene
=~ therapy has not yet matured:
. Inclinical practice and needs '
puch more work - o

Dl
sulted in more than 85% hypoxic tumour
regression in four weeks,” Professor Ut-
tam Pati, thelead researcher; said.

SCO2 enhances reactive oxygen spe-
cies (ROS) production to activate apopto-
sis signalregulating kinase 1 (ASK1)
which then regresses tumour growth
rate. ROS is a type of unstable molecule
that contains oxygenandthat easilyreac-.
ts with other molecules in a cell, A build-
up of ROS in cells may cause damage to
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JNU decoding answer to cancer

Scientists Pinpoint Gene That Can Inhibit Tumour Growth

DNA, RNA, and proteins and may cause
cell death. But SCO2 promotes ROS for-a
good purpose which is to activate cell
deathand shrinkingof tumours.

Buttranslatingthefinding intoactual
therapy may take time. “The finding that
5C02 is a poténtial tumour suppressor is
an important step in our continued effort

" cancer. Gene therapy has not yet matured
" in clinical practice and needs work,”
" head of research and healthcare innova-
tions at Mazumdar-Shaw Cancer Center
in Bangalore Dr Biju Jacob said,

“All genes involved in cancer cell me-
tabolism are important and need to be
discovered and understood. With ad-
vanced therapies in near future, cancer
will hopefully no longer be a disease that
will scare people,” Dr S J Patil, consult-
ant, Clinical Genetics Centre for Molecu-
lar and Metabolic Diagnostics & Re-
search, Narayana Hrudayalaya Health
City said.
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DRINKING MILK CAN WIN YOU A NOBEL

Countries consuming large quantities of milk and its
products also tend to have a lot of Nobel laureates

= This got the authors of the new
research thinking. As chocolate is-
often combined with mitk, could it
be the amount of milk/milk
preducts consumed per head that
fuels Nobel Prize success?
= They fooked at milk consumption
data and info provided by the
author of the chocolate theory,

_and found a significant link.

Photo: Thinkstock; Text; PTI

. tounderstand the mechanistic causes of
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The milky way spawns

galaxy of Nobel winners

‘More Laureates In Nations Consumlng Dairy Products’

London: Countries that consume
large quantities of milk and its

products also tend to have a lot of

Nobel laureates among their pop-
wlations, according to new re-
search, A previous study publish-
ed in the New England Journal of
Medicine had reported a strong as-
sociation between a nation’s choc-
olate consumption and Nobel lau-
reate prowess, speculating that the
flavonoeid content of chocolate was
behind the boost in brain power.

This got the authors of the new
research thinking. As chocolate is
often combined with milk, could it
be the amount of milk/milk prod-
ucts consumed per head that fuels
Nobel Prize success?

In a paper published in journal
Practical Neurology, theylooked at
the 2007 data from the Food and
Agriculture Organization on per
capita milk consumption in 22
countries as well as the informa-
tion provided by the author of the
chacolate theory, and found a sig-
nificant association.

Sweden has the most Nobel lau-
reates per 10 million of its popula-
tion (33). Although, it hosts the No-
bel committee, which some might
argue could introduce an element
of bias; it also consumes the most
milk per head of the population,
getting through 340 kg every year.

And Switzerland, which

© Gl lamie Grit/Blend Images/Corbis
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knocks back 300 kg of the white
stuff every year,hasaNobel haul of
similar proportions(32). )

At the other end of the scale,
China has the lowest number of
Nobel laureates in its population.
But it also has the lowest milk con-
sumption of the countries studied-
ataround 25kga year.

There does seem to be a ceiling
effect, however, noted the authors,
with nodiscernible impact beyond
an annual per capita consumption
of 350 kg, as Finland’'s Nobel haul
seems to attest.

“Ismilk consumption therefore
simply a reflection of a strongedu-
cational system, or do Nobel Prize
winners celebrate by drinking jt?”
the authors queried. But thereisa
plausible biological explanation
for the link: milk isrich in vitamin
D, and this may boost brain power,
the evidence suggested.

“So to improve your chances of
winning Nobel prizes you should
not only eat more chocolate but
perhaps drink milk too: or strive
for synergy with hot chocolate,”
they concluded. rni
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